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Constitution of the Miccosukee Nation

PREAMBLE

We, the nenbers of the M ccosukee Tribe of |ndians of
Florida, in order to establish an organization, pronote
t he general welfare, conserve and devel op our |ands and
resources and secure for ourselves and our descendants
the blessing of liberty and freedom do ordain and
establish this constitution and byl aws.

ARTI CLE | - - TERRI TORY

The authority of the M ccosukee Tribe of Indians
shall extend to the Reservation set aside for their use
and occupancy and such other |ands as may be added
thereto by appropriate State or Federal | aws.

ARTI CLE || - - MEMBERSHI P

SECTION 1. For the six-nonth period after the
ratification and approval of this constitution and
byl aws, the nmenbership of the M ccosukee Tribe of |ndians
of Florida shall consist of:

(a) Al adults or children of one-half degree or nore
M ccosukee | ndi an bl ood who apply for nmenbership in the
Tri be.

(b) Al children of one-half degree or nore M ccosukee
I ndi an bl ood born to nenmbers of the Tribe who shal
automatically become nenbers.

(c) Al adults or children of |ess than one-half degree
of M ccosukee Indian bl ood who apply for nenbership in
the Tribe, when such application is approved by the

M ccosukee General Counci l

SEC. 2. Six nmonths fromthe date of approval of this
constitution and byl aws, the M ccosukee General Counci
shal | adopt an ordi nance, subject to the approval of the
Secretary of the Interior or his authorized
representative, governing future nenmbership, |oss of
nmenbershi p, and the adoption of nmenbers by the M ccosukee



Tri be of Indians of Florida.
ARTI CLE 111 -- GOVERNI NG BODY

SECTION 1. The authority of the M ccosukee Tribe of
I ndi ans shall be vested in the M ccosukee Genera
Council. The M ccosukee General Council shall be
conposed of all adult nembers 18 years of age or over.
Twenty-five menbers shall constitute a quorum provided
at least three clans are represented, and no busi ness
shal | be conducted unless a quorumis present at al
tinmes.

SEC. 2. The officers of the M ccosukee Genera
Counci| shall consist of a Chairman, Assistant Chairman
Secretary, Treasurer and Lawnaker. The officers shal
hold office for a termof three years. Oficers shall be
el ected and seated, except in the first election, during
the nmonth of August. 1In the first election of officers
after the ratification and approval of this constitution
and byl aws, the officers shall hold office fromthe date
of their election until the new election in August,

1964. Al officers will hold office until their
successors are el ected and seat ed.

SEC. 3. The elected officers, in addition to serving

t he M ccosukee General Council, shall be the M ccosukee
Busi ness Council when the CGeneral Council is not in
cession. The officers will performthe duties in both

t he General Council and in the Business Council as
indicated in this constitution and in the byl aws.

SEC. 4. The M ccosukee CGeneral Council shall be
aut horized to renove fromoffice any officer of the Tribe
who fails or refuses to attend regul ar neetings of the

Ceneral Council or the Business Council, unless excused
due to illness or for other reasons for which he cannot
be hel d responsible. Oher grounds for rempoval from
of fice shall include the followi ng: Conviction of a

felony while in office; failure to performthe duties
assigned him or who shall be found guilty of m sconduct
inthe affairs of the Tribe. Any officer so charged
shal |l have the right to present his personal defense to
t he General Council and the ruling of the General Council
shall be final. Any vacantposition caused by the renoval
of an officer by the Mccosukee General Council
resignation or death, may be filled by the M ccosukee
General Council for the remmi nder of the unexpired term
of such office.

SEC. 5. Any enrolled nenber of the M ccosukee Tri be,
twenty-three years of age or over shall be qualified to
seek and hold office as an officer of the Tribe. No
menber who has been convicted of a felony within three
years preceding the date of the election, or who is
enpl oyed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, or has been
found guilty by the Mccosukee General Council of



m sconduct in Indian affairs shall be qualified to seek
office as an officer of the Tribe. Except for the

first election of officers, no person who has been a
menber of the Tribe for |ess than one year inmediately
preceding the election nay be eligible to hold office.
The M ccosukee General Council shall be the sole judge of
the qualification of the officers of the Tribe.

ARTI CLE IV - PONERS OF THE M CCOSUKEE
GENERAL COUNCI L

SECTION 1. In addition to the powers vested by | aw
in the Mccosukee Tribe the General Council shall have
the foll owi ng powers subJect to any limitations inposed
by the Constitution of the United States or State or
Federal |aws applicable to Indians.

SEC. 2. The M ccosukee General Council reserves unto
itself the authority to approve an annual budget. This
budget shall include all normal operation expenses and
any special projects or expenditures contenpl ated by the
Tri be. The Busi ness Council shall have authority
to approve nodifications of the budget up to and
i ncludi ng an aggregate of twenty-five percent in any
budget year.

SEC. 3. To levy and collect assessnents and to
i npose fees, subject to review by the Secretary of the
Interior, upon menbers and non-menbers doi ng busi ness
within the reservation

SEC. 4. To enact ordi nances to cause to be renpved
fromthe reservation persons not legally entitled to
resi de thereon and whose presence may be injurious to the
peace, happi ness or welfare of the Menbers of the Tribe,
subject to the review of the Secretary of the Interior
or his duly authorized representative.

SEC. 5. The M ccosukee General Council is hereby
aut hori zed to recogni ze any district conmttees,
associ ati ons or other organi zation open to the nmenbers of
the Tribe and to approve such organi zation, subject,
however, to the provision that no such comittee,
associ ati on or organization nmay assune authorities
specifically granted to the Tribe by this constitution
unl ess by a proper delegation of authority by the
M ccosukee Ceneral Council

SEC. 6. Al rights and powers not delegated to the
M ccosukee Ceneral Council or to the M ccosukee Business
Council in this constitution and bylaws are reserved to
the Tribe and nay be exercised by the nmenbers of the
Tri be through the adopti on of amendnents to this
constitution and byl aws.

ARTI CLE V--POAERS OF THE M CCOSUKEE
BUSI NESS COUNCI L



SECTION 1. The M ccosukee Busi ness Council shal
exerci se the followi ng powers by appropriate notion,
resol uti on or ordi nances subject to the limtations
i nposed by this constitution and bylaws and to applicable
Federal and State | aws.

SEC. 2. To prevent the sale, disposition, |ease or
encunbrance of Tribal |lands, interests in | ands, or other
Tribal assets, w thout the consent of the Tribe, unless
prevented by the ternms under which such | ands were
acqui r ed.

SEC. 3. To enmploy legal counsel, the choice of
counsel and fixing of fees to be subject to the approva
of the Secretary of the Interior, as long as such
approval is required by Federal |aw.

SEC. 4. To consult, negotiate, contract, and
concl ude agreenents on behal f of the Tribe with Federal
State and | ocal governnments on all matters within the
powers of the governing body authorized and incl uded
in this constitution and byl aws.

SEC. 5. To advise the Secretary of the Interior on
all appropriation estimtes on Federal projects for the
benefit of the Tribe.

SEC. 6. As authorized by law, to manage, |ease,
permt, or otherwi se deal with Tribal lands, interest in
| ands or other Tribal assets; and to purchase or
ot herwi se acquire lands or interests in lands within or
wi t hout the reservation, provided Tribal |ands shal
not be sol d.

SEC. 7. To engage in any business that will further
the econonic well-being of the nenbers of the Tribe, or
undert ake any programs or projects designed for the
econom ¢ advancenent of the people.

SEC. 8. To nmke and performcontracts and agreenents
of every description, not inconsistent with |aw or the
provisions of this constitution and byl aws, provided that
any contract in excess of $3,000.00 shall be subject to
t he approval of the Secretary of the Interior, or his
aut hori zed representative.

SEC. 9. To borrow nmoney fromthe Federa
Government, or other sources, and to direct the use of
such funds for productive purposes, or to | oan noney
t hus borrowed tonenbers of the Tribe, with the approva
of the Secretary of the Interior or his authorized
representative. To pledge or assign chattel or future
i ncome due or to becone due, provided such agreemnent,
pl edge, assignnment, or extension thereof shall be
subj ect to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior
or his authorized representative.



SEC. 10. To prepare an annual budget for subni ssion
to the M ccosukee General Council and upon approval of
this budget to adninister any funds within the control of
the Tribe; to nake expenditures from avail able funds for
Tri bal purposes, including salaries and expenses to
Tribal officials or enployees. Al expenditures of
Tri bal funds under control of the Business Counci
shal |l be authorized in |l egal session and the anpbunts so
expended shall be a natter of public record.

SEC. 11. The Busi ness Council shall cause to be
i nstall ed, mmintained, and audited a conplete and
detail ed accounting system and such safe-guards as
bondi ng of ficials and enpl oyees responsi ble for the
safety, accuracy and mai nt enance of such records and
funds. Al checks, drafts or other order for the paynent
of Tribal noney, notes or other indebtedness issued in
the nane of the Tribe shall be signed by such officers,
or agents, as provided for in this constitution

ARTI CLE VI--BILL OF RIGATS

SECTION 1. Al nenbers of the M ccosukee Tribe shal
be accorded equal political rights and equa
opportunities to participate in the econonic resources
and activities of the Tribe, and no person shall be
deni ed freedom of consci ence, speech, association or
assenbly, or due process of law, or the right to petition
for the redress of grievances. The nenbers of the Tribe
shal |l continue undisturbed in their religious beliefs and
nothing in this constitution and bylaws w |l authorize
either the General Council or the Business Council to
interfere with these traditional religious practices
according to their custom

ARTI CLE VI| --TRI BAL ELECTI ONS

SECTION 1. Wthin thirty days fromthe date of the
approval of this constitution and byl aws the
Constitutional Committee shall convene a General Counci
for the purpose of electing the five officers of the
General Council. The General Council shall determine its
own procedures for nomi nation of candi dates and the
voting for candi dates at that neeting.

SEC. 2. Al succeeding elections of officers shal
be conducted in accordance with an el ection ordinance to
be adopted by the General Council which shall provide for
secret ballot elections, absentee ballots, prescribe the
duties of the election board, procedure for casting
resi dent and non-resident ballots, nethod of challenging
the right-to-vote, settlement of election disputes and
any further requirements for the conduct of the election.

ARTI CLE VII1--REVI EW OF RESCLUTI ONS AND ORDI NANCES



SECTION 1. Any resol ution or ordi nance subject to
review by the Secretary of the Interior or his authorized
representative, shall be presented to the Superintendent
of the Reservation or the officer in charge, who shal
within ten (10) days thereafter approve or di sapprove
t he sane.

SEC. 2. Upon approval within ten (10) days the
resol uti on or ordi nance shall beconme effective. The
Superintendent or officer in charge shall transmt copies
of all effective resolutions or ordinances to the
Secretary of the Interior, who may, within ninety (90)
days after receipt thereof, rescind any resolution or
ordi nance for good cause by giving witten notice and
the reasons therefor to the appropriate council

SEC. 3. If the Superintendent or officer in charge
shal I di sapprove any resolution or ordi nance, he shal
notify the appropriate council in witing of his reasons
therefor within ten (10) days after the resolution is
delivered to the office of the Superintendent or
officer in charge. If the Council is not satisfied with
the reasons so given, it may, by a majority of the
menbers voting, refer the resolution or ordinance to the
Secretary of the Interior for approval.

SEC. 4. The Secretary of the Interior shall wthin
ninety (90) days after receipt of any resolution or
ordi nance referred to himby the General Council or the
Busi ness Council for approval notify the appropriate
Council in witing of his decision to approve or
di sapprove.

ARTI CLE | X- - AVENDMENTS

SECTION 1. This constitution and byl aws may be
amended by a mpjority vote of the qualified voters of the
Tribe voting at an election called for that purpose by
the Secretary of the Interior, provided that at I|east
thirty percent of those entitled to vote shall vote in
such el ection, but no amendment shall becone effective
until it shall have been approved by the Secretary of the
Interior. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the
Interior to call an election on any proposed Amendnent at
t he request of the M ccosukee General Council

ARTI CLE X- - ADOPTI ON

SECTION 1. This constitution and byl aws, when
adopted by a mpjority vote of the qualified voters of the
M ccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida voting at an
el ection called for that purpose by the Secretary of the
Interior provided at least thirty (30) percent of
those entitled to vote shall vote in such election, shal
be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior, and, if
approved, shall be effective fromthe date of such
approval .



BYLAWS OF THE M CCOSUKEE TRI BE OF | NDI ANS OF FLORI DA
ARTI CLE | - - MEETI NGS

SECTION 1. There shall be four regularly schedul ed
neetings of the M ccosukee General Council to be held
during the months of August, February, June and August.
Al neetings shall be on the first Sunday in each of the
above mentioned nonths. Notices shall be posted for these
neetings at |east three days in advance of the neetings,
giving the tinme, date and place of such nmeeting. Specia
neetings of the M ccosukee General Council may be called
by a najority vote of the M ccosukee Busi ness Counci |
Speci al neetings shall be noticed and posted at | east
t hree days in advance giving time, date and pl ace of
such neeting.

SEC. 2. Meetings of the M ccosukee Busi ness Counci
shall be held on the second Sunday in each nonth. Specia
neetings of the M ccosukee Business Council may be called
by the Chairman

SEC. 3. A quorum of the General Council shall be
convened when twenty-five eligible adult nenbers are
present, provided at |east three clans are represented,
and no business shall be conducted in the absence of a
gquorum Al decisions shall be by majority vote.

SEC. 4. A quorum of the M ccosukee Busi ness Counci
shall constitute three menbers, provided at |east three
clans are represented, and no business shall be conducted
in the absence of a quorum All decisions shall be by
majority vote

SEC. 5. Both the M ccosukee General Council and the
M ccosukee Busi ness Council are authorized to regul ate
its own procedures, to appoint subordinate conmittees,
conmi ssi ons, boards, advisory or otherw se, Triba
of ficials and enpl oyees not otherw se provided for in
this constitution and byl aws.

SEC. 6. No authorities contained in this
constitution and byl aws may be del egated by the
M ccosukee General Council or M ccosukee Business Counci
to Tribal officials, district councils, or associations
to carry out any function for which the Tribe assunes
primary responsibility, except by ordinance or resol ution
duly enacted by the governing bodies in | egal session
and excepting al so those specific requirenents contained
in this constitution and byl aws.

ARTI CLE |1 --DUTI ES OF THE OFFI CERS
SECTI ON 1. Chai r man.

(A) He shall preside at all regular and special meetings
of the M ccosukee General Council and the M ccosukee



(B)

(O

(D)

(B)

(F)

(G

SEC.

(A

SEC.
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(B)

(O

(D)

Busi ness Counci |

He shall have general and active managenent of the
busi ness activities of the Tribe except, that he
shall not act on matters binding the Tribe unti
ei ther the General Council or the Business Counci
has deli berated and enacted approprlate resol ution

He shall see that all resolutions and ordi nances of
both the General Council and the Business Counci
are carried into effect.

He shall sign on behalf of the Tribe all officia
papers when aut horized to do so.

He shall give supervision to all other officers and
enpl oyees of the Tribe and see that they carry out
their duties.

He shall prepare a report of the activities of the
Busi ness Council and shall make this report at each
regul ar meeting of the M ccosukee General Council

He shall include in this report all matters within
hi s knowl edge which the interest of the Tribe may be
required be brought to its attention

He shall not vote in either the Genera
Council or the Business Council except in the
case of a tie.

2. Assistant Chairnan.

In the absence of the Chairman he shall preside.
VWhen so presiding, he shall have all rights,
privileges and duties, as set forth above under
duties of Chairnman, as well as the responsibility
of the Chairman

3. Secretary.

He shall keep minutes at the principal place of
busi ness of the Tribe of all neetings of the

M ccosukee General Council and the M ccosukee
Busi ness Counci | .

He shall give and serve all notices of the

M ccosukee Ceneral Council and the M ccosukee
Busi ness Council as required by this constitution
and byl aws.

He shall keep the nenbership roll of the Tribe,
showi ng all changes as required by this
constitution. 1In addition, he shall keep a current
voting list.

He shall attend to all such correspondence assigned
to himby the Chairman and performall other duties



of his office or as prescribed by the M ccosukee
General Council or the M ccosukee Busi ness Counci |

SEC. 4. Treasurer.

(A) He shall keep and nmaintain, open to inspection by
Menbers of the Tribe, or representatives of the
Conmi ssi oner of Indian Affairs, at all reasonable
ti mes, adequate and correct accounts of the
properties and business transactions of the Tri be.

(B) He shall have care and custody of the funds and
val uabl es of the Tribe, and shall deposit sane in
the nane of and to the credit of the M ccosukee
Tribe of Indians of Florida, with such banks as the
M ccosukee Busi ness Council may direct, subject to
t he approval of the Secretary of the Interior or his
aut horized representative.

(C) Disburse the funds of the Tribe as nay be ordered
by the M ccosukee Busi ness Council, taking properly
si gned i nvoices, vouchers or other instrunents for
sai d di sbursenment. Al checks shall be counter-
signed by the Chairnman or in his absence the
Assi st ant Chai r man.

(D) He shall nmake a nonthly report and account for al
transactions involving the di sbursenent, collection
or obligation of Tribal funds to the M ccosukee
Busi ness Council. He shall nake such a financia
report to the Mccosukee General Council at each of
its regul ar neetings.

(E) The Treasurer and all officers and enpl oyees whose
duties involve handling of Tribe noney or other
val uabl es shall be bonded as required by the
M ccosukee Busi ness Council and as approved by the
Superi ntendent or other O ficer-in-charge.

SEC. 5. Law Maker

(A) He shall act as Lawmaker at all regular and specia
nmeetings and shall enforce all rules and see that
peace and order are kept during the sessions of the
General Council and Business Counci l

(B) He shall performother duties as assigned by the
Ceneral Council or the Business Council

ARTI CLE: 111 --EMPLOYMENT

SECTION 1. The M ccosukee Business Council is
aut horized to appoint or enmploy such clerical assistance
as may be necessary to carry out the responsibilities
assigned to any of the officers of the Tribe.
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